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Probably the most known EU symbol



EU Policy Framework for Energy Efficiency

Energy 
Efficiency 

Directive 2012/27/EU

Ecodesign
Directive 2009/125/EC

Energy 
Performance of 

Buildings
Directive (EU) 2018/844

Energy Labelling
Regulation (EU) 

2017/1369

Financing Energy Efficiency

European Structural Investment Fund; Horizon 2020; LIFE + funding;

European Fund for Strategic Investments; Member State programmes; etc.

Tyre Labelling
Regulation (EU) 

2020/740



Ecodesign

Targets manufacturers

Sets minimum 
requirements

Over 40 product groups

Energy Labelling

Targets customers

Provides information

Over 30 product groups

Complementary policies

https://commission.europa.eu/energy-climate-change-environment/standards-tools-and-labels/products-labelling-rules-and-requirements/energy-label-and-ecodesign/energy-efficient-products_en
https://commission.europa.eu/energy-climate-change-environment/standards-tools-and-labels/products-labelling-rules-and-requirements/energy-label-and-ecodesign/energy-efficient-products_en


Push and pull combined effect

BAN
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Ecodesign MEPs

Ecodesign: 

targets manufacturers,

pushes the market (models)

Energy Labelling: 

targets customers,

pulls the market (sales)

Push



Scope 



Energy labelling works, but …



2017 revision of framework

• Label was "victim" of its own success

• Top classes 'getting full' - >

• Reduced effectiveness of '+' classes

• Consumers did not know that

bottom classes were empty

• Non-compliance

• 10% less energy savings

• Weak enforcement by Member States

authorities having poor access to needed documentation



Label examples: from A+++ to G …To the rescaling into A-G

Dishwashers Washer-Driers Domestic refrigerators

Light sources

Tyres



EPREL 

Legal basis: framework 
Labelling Regulation 

(EU) 2017/1369 

Since 1 January 2019 
suppliers must register 

each product model 
prior to placing them on 

the EU market

About 1.5 million 
registered product 

models from 30 product 
groups 

Since 1 April 2022 
consumers/procurers 
have access to the 
public information 

The only database 
where all models on 
the EU market are 
(should be) found



EPREL features (current and upcoming)

• Search, select, sort (compare?)  

• Labels and PDFs (language-neutral / multilingual)

• Distribution per class (taxonomy et al.) 

• Plausibility checks (better trust info) 

• Report (non-compliant/missing models)

• APIs, bulk downloads (provide services, e.g. H2020 Label 2020)

• Digital certificates (supplier verification, trust info source)

• Alternative search/list/sort result-views 



Ecodesign & Energy Labelling impacts  

Impacts estimates (2020 vs BaU)

• 1037TWh primary energy  7% of total EU 27 

primary energy demand

• Electricity: ca. 1000 kWh/household (27%)  total 

EU wind production 

• €60 billion/y in consumer expenditure                        

(€ 210/household) based on pre-2021 energy 

price estimates

• Additional business revenue 21 billion euros 

and related jobs increase by 324 thousand 

Source: Ecodesign Impact Accounting 2020 



Ecodesign & Energy Labelling – examples
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International impact



• Studies and proposals with open 

consultations 

• Consultation forum with industry 

and trade organisation, civil 

society (environmental and 

consumer NGOs) and Member 

States (MS) 

• Committee/Expert group with 

member states (27)  

Legislative process 

Source: European Court of Auditors, Special report, EU action on Ecodesign and Energy Labelling: important contribution to greater energy 

efficiency reduced by significant delays and non-compliance, 2020, ISBN 978-92-847-4104-5 



Thank you
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not owned by the EU, permission may need to be sought directly from the respective right holders.

Technical questions: ENER-EPREL-HELPDESK@ec.europa.eu

Policy-related questions: ENER-ENERGY-LABELLING@ec.europa.eu 

https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
mailto:ENER-EPREL-HELPDESK@ec.europa.eu
mailto:ENER-ENERGY-LABELLING@ec.europa.eu
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